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Claims 

I A detector responsn e to 8-bit/10-bit encoded data signals which conform to one of 
a variety of interface protocols, comprising 

5 

a multiphcm of clocked delays providing a plurality of detecting channels each including 
at least one of said clocked delays. 

means for clocking respective clock delays of said clocked delays in accordance with 
10 respectn e forms of clock signals at a common rate ; 

means coupled to selected ones of said clocked dela>s for detecting the presence of a two- 
group idle signal conforming to each of said interface protocols and for indicating the said 
one of the interface protocols to which said data signals actually conform 

15 

2. A detector according to claim 1 wherein said clocked delays and said comparators 
enable the identification of each of four interface protocols characterised respectively by (i) 
one clock signal which clocks five bits at a time, (n) two clock signals each of which 
clocks fn e bits at a time, (ni) one clock signal which clocks ten bits at a time, and (iv) 
20 tw o clock signals each of which clocks ten bits at a time 

3 A detector according to claim 1 wherein said clocked delays comprise D-type flip- 
flops 

25 4 A detector according to claim I wherein said forms of clock signals are 

complementary forms of a clock signal 

5 A detector according to claim 1 wherein said means for indicating comprise 
coincidence detectors 

6 A detector according to claim 1 wherein said two-group idle signal comprises a 
comma code group and a valid code group according to IEEE Standard 802 3 



7 A detector responsn e to 8-bit/10-bit encoded data signals which conform to one of 
a\anet> of interface protocols comprising 

a multiplicity of D-t\pe flip-flops providing a multiplicity of detecting channels each 
including at least one of said D-type flip-flop, 

means for clocking respectne ones of said D-tvpe flip-flops in accordance with respective 
forms of clock signals at a common rate . 

comparators coupled to selected ones of said D-type flip-flops for enabling the detection of 
the presence of a two-group idle signal conforming to each of said interface protocols, and 

coincidence detectors coupled to the comparators to indicate the said one interface protocol 
to which said data signals actually conform 

8 A detector according to claim 7 wherein said two-group idle signal consists of a 
comma code group and a ^ahd code group according to IEEE Standard 802 3 

9 A detector according to claim 8 wherein said comma code group is a K28.5 code 
group and said \ahd code group is a D16 2 code group 



